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Three key components are necessary to the fulfillment of any worthy goal: 

 a vision that has, at least to some degree, captured the heart 

 a ‘yes’ that is firm and resolute, even in the face of the unknown 

 actions that are within our power and will help our advance 

The story of how Lauren McGough, a young woman from Oklahoma, spent a year in Mongolia learning from Kazakh 

eagle hunters how to hunt with a golden eagle is an inspiring example. To watch the '60 Minutes' segment or read 

the transcript click here. (If the link doesn't work, search 'Lauren McGough eagle hunter'. 

A vision that has, at least to some degree, captured the heart 

“I read a book on falconry. And it's like the fire was lit. I just knew I had to do it. And, as I was researching, I 

went to the library, and I found this old book that had black and white photos of eagle hunters from 

Mongolia. So, you know, this beautiful shaggy horse and this man with a giant eagle and a fox pelt on his 

horse. And it just looked like the most incredible thing. And I thought, ‘I have to see it. I have to do it.’" -

Lauren McGough 

The life of Jesus must have provided a compelling, heart-capturing vision of the kingdom of heaven for those who had 

eyes to see. It still does! 

 “a God-soaked, minute-by-minute awareness that God is with me, ready to speak and direct my steps” 

 a heart that is "God connected, self-denying, joy, easily obedient" 

 a passionate focus on, and active participation in, the Father's work in the earth 

Eyes to see the heart-capturing vision of kingdom life in Jesus is a work of God's grace... a reality we must never forget. 

 
For it is God who is working in you, enabling you both to desire and to work out His good purpose. -

Philippians 2:13 HCSB  

God will continually revitalize you, implanting within you the passion to do what pleases him. -Philippians 

2:13 TPT  

However, the promise of Philippians 2:13 must be seen in the context of verse 12. 

...work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
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For it is God who is working in you, enabling you 

both to desire and to work out His good purpose. -Philippians 2:12b-13 HCSB 

It is our responsibility to respond to God's enabling grace with a 'yes' that is firm and resolute, even in the 

face of the unknown. Jesus communicated the importance of this resolute 'yes' in several key gospel 

passages, one of which is Luke 14:25-27. 

 Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 
26 

”If anyone comes to me and does 

not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own 

life, he cannot be my disciple. 
27 

Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my 

disciple.” 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/lauren-mcgough-how-an-oklahoma-woman-learned-to-fly-like-an-eagle-in-mongolia-60-minutes/


Jesus wasn't being harsh or mean, he was simply stating a reality: without a predetermined 'yes' that is resolute and 

firm, an individual will never be able to follow him fully enough to experience transformation. This reality is expressed 

effectively through a Greek word found in two similar passages. 

“Now,
 
salt

 
 is good, but if salt should lose its taste, how will it be made salty? 

35 
It isn’t fit for the soil or for 

the manure pile; they throw it out. Let anyone who has ears to hear listen.” -Luke 14:34-35 CSB  

Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 
62 

Jesus said to 

him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” -Luke 9:61-62 

ESV  

 euthetos- literally, 'well-placed'; well-suited''  

o For example, a lady's high heeled shoe may be well-suited for a formal event, but not well-

suited for a wilderness hike. It simply would not survive the rigors of the trail.  

Even though it would not have evident from initial outward appearances, Lauren McGough was well-suited to become 

a disciple of the Kazakh eagle hunters. 

“I looked like a tourist, and I had to get past that and convince them that I really wanted to learn, not just 

take pictures and ride around for fun.” -Lauren McGough  

“She came from a far away world. She had her mind set on learning to hunt with the eagle. Her motivation 

came from deep in her heart. We just couldn’t say no.”  -Chukan (Lauren's primary mentor) 

The two parables found in Luke 14:28-33 are an invitation to potential disciples of Jesus to make an honest assessment 

regarding whether they have honestly reached a 'yes' that is resolute and firm. 

 “For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has 

enough to complete it? 
29 

Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it 

begin to mock him,
30 

saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ 
31 

Or what king, going out 

to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten 

thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 
32 

And if not, while the other is yet a 

great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 
33 

So therefore, any one of you who does 

not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.” -Luke 14:28-33 ESV  

Working through the process of coming to a resolute 'yes' is the beginning point for working out our own salvation. This 

is the first and most important responsibility of those who would be disciples of Jesus.  

…work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
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For it is God who is working in you, enabling you 

both to desire and to work out His good purpose.  -Philippians 2:12b-13 HCSB  

Once a resolute and firm 'yes' is settled in a person's heart and mind, two thing will follow: 

 Like a magnet, resources (inward and outward, natural and spiritual) will be drawn to the person's aid. 

 The person will begin to pursue and engage in activities within their power that will help in their 

development as a disciple of Jesus. 


