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As we remember the resurrection of Jesus along with believers around the world on Easter Sunday, I am 

reminded of a quote from former-atheist-turned-Christian-writer Lee Strobel: 

“Even as an atheist, I understood one thing about Christianity: it rises or falls on the resurrection of Jesus.” 

Paul certainly amplifies the importance of the resurrection in his letters: 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 

with the Scriptures, 
4 

that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 

Scriptures…. -1 Corinthians 15:3-4 ESV  

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2 

which he promised 

beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 
3 

concerning his Son, who was descended from 

David according to the flesh 
4 

and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of 

holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord…. -Romans 1:1-4 ESV  

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.... But in fact Christ has 

been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. -1 Corinthians 15:17,20 

As we remember the resurrection of Jesus, we must also remember the promise of the resurrection for those who 

have accepted him as Savior and Lord: his resurrection as the firstfruit was also a promise of our own resurrection. 

We know this. God raised up the Lord Jesus, and he will raise us up also with Jesus. He will bring us all to 

stand together before God. -2 Corinthians 4:14 WE  

This verse brings us back to the passage we considered in the previous sermon: 

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by  day. 
17 

For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 

comparison, 
18 

as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things 

that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 
5:1

 For we know that if the tent that 

is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens.  -2 Corinthians 4:16-5:1 ESV  

Let's turn our attention first to verse 17: 

 
For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison….  

Last week, we looked at various passages from the book of 2 Corinthians in which Paul describes the many afflictions 

he suffered... none of which we would call light or momentary. We are unlikely to face most of the afflictions Paul 

mentions, but there are many afflictions that are common to our experience: 

 the devastating loss of a love one 

 a shattering medical report 

 betrayal by a mate or trusted friend 



 financial challenges, or even disaster 

 rejection, or the fear of rejection 

 oppressive fear in any form 

 offense in any form 

 making a decision that you know will bring loss 

 pressure to compromise 

 death, or the very real prospect of death 

Of course, this is only a representative list, but these help to make the point that we, too, face afflictions 

that can be overwhelming... unless we are able to see them in the context of something of far greater 

importance: an eternal weight of glory. 

It is this eternal weight of glory that Paul is referring to in Romans 8:29: 

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 

firstborn among many brothers and sisters. (NIV) 

 In the midst of the various overwhelming afflictions that we face in this earthly life, God is doing something that is 

"beyond all comparison" in value: he is conforming us to the image of his son. Consider these verses: 

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 

image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. -2 Corinthians 

3:18 ESV 

...the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 
27)

To them God chose to 

make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in 

you, the hope of glory. -Colossians 1:26-27 ESV 

Paul recognized that this transformation from one degree of glory to another - from an eternal perspective 

- cannot be compared to the afflictions faced in life. 

In fact, Paul declares that this light momentary affliction is actually preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 

beyond all comparison. 

The Greek word rendered preparing for is katergazetai, which means to work at something until it is completely 

finished. 

No doubt this is what Paul has in mind when he write Romans 8:28: 

We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, who are called according to his 

purpose. 

And Romans 8:19: 

I am convinced that any suffering we endure is less than nothing compared to the magnitude of glory that 

is about to be unveiled within us. (TPT) 

With this understanding of "For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 

beyond all comparison," let's move on to what follows in verse 18 (from the CEB translation). 



We don’t focus on the things that can be seen but on the things that can’t be seen. The things that can be 

seen don’t last, but the things that can’t be seen are eternal. 

This is the secret to Paul's ability to see what most would consider overwhelming afflictions as light 

momentary afflictions. He set his focus on eternal things and recognized the afflictions as temporary and 

not worth comparison. 

Focus on is a good translation of the Greek word, skopeo, used in this verse. It means "to spy out, look towards an 

object, to contemplate, give attention to" (Zodhiates). 

It might be helpful to see how Paul uses the noun from this same word family: 

I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. -Philippians 3:14 ESV 

The word used here is skopos, which means "a mark on which to fix the eye." Think of the focus which a scope 

brings and you begin to understand what is being communicated. 

I would render 2 Corinthians 4:18 this way: 

We do not set our focus on the things which are seen, but at the things not seen. For the things seen are 

temporary, but the things not seen are eternal. 

What eternal things are we to set our focus on? In 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10, three primary things are noted: 

The first we have already looked at: an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison that is being worked in 

us. 

The second is the promise of a new spiritual body: 

…if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens. (5:1) 

According to 1 John 3:2, exactly what this body will be like has not been made known, but we will be just like Jesus: 

Beloved, we are God’s children right now; however, it is not yet apparent what we will become. But we do 

know that when it is finally made visible, we will be just like him, for we will see him as he truly is. (TPT) 

Paul gives a bit more information in 1 Corinthians 15:42-44: 

Sown in corruption, raised in incorruption; 
43 

sown in dishonor, raised in glory; sown in weakness, raised in 

power 
44 

sown a natural body, raised a spiritual body.   

Perhaps it is enough to say that it will be glorious and eternal. 

The third eternal thing that deserves our focus is the reality that we will one day stand before the judgment 

seat of Christ. 

Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 
9 

So 

whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 
10 

For we must all appear before the 



judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, 

whether good or evil. -2 Corinthians 5:8-10 ESV  

Jesus speaks to the same encounter in the Parable of the Talents, which is found in Matthew 25:14-30. 

While both 2 Corinthians 5:10 and the Parable of the Talents serve as a warning, they should, much more, serve as 

an encouragement. Those who follow after Jesus in sincerity of heart can anticipate the moment described in 

Matthew 25:21: 

His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.
 
You have been faithful over a little; I will set 

you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’” 

That is a moment the value of which no earthly affliction can possibly compare. No doubt this is why Paul was so 

concerned that the followers of Jesus discover and live the will of God. Two examples: 

Make the most of your opportunities because these are evil days. 
17 

So don’t be foolish, but understand 

what the Lord wants. -Ephesians 5:16-17 GW  

We are asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will
 
in all wisdom and spiritual 

understanding, 
10 

so that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good 

work and growing in the knowledge of God…. -Colossians 1:9b-10 CSB  

To conclude, we set our focus on the things which are eternal: 

 an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison that is being worked in us 

 a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens 

 we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ 

We know this. God raised up the Lord Jesus, and he will raise us up also with Jesus. He will bring us all to stand 

together before God. -2 Corinthians 4:14 WE  

 

 


