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Read 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:8 

The primary focus of this sermon is verse 5:6a: 

So we are always of good courage. (ESV) 

The primary truth explored in this sermon is this: 

The anchor for courage in death is the anchor for courage in life. 

The Greek word which is rendered of good courage is tharrheo, which literally means "being courageous." 

It is the same word found in Hebrews 13:5, the passage we studied in last week's sermon: 

…for he has said, “I will never, no never, let you go nor never, no never, leave you behind in _________.” 
6 

So we can, being courageous, say, 

“The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?”  

-Hebrews 13:5b-6 

In the original Greek manuscript, this word is place at the front of the sentence, which means it is the primary 

emphasis. Though it is a little harder for an English speaker to follow, here is a more literal rendering: 

Being courageous, therefore, always. 

The Greek word which is rendered always is pantote, which means exactly that, always or at all times. 

In 2 Corinthians, Paul lays out the many hard, even devastating, things he had faced during his (up to that point) 

nine years of ministry.  

Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one.
25 

Three times I was beaten with 

rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 
26 

on frequent 

journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from 

Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 
27 

in toil 

and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and 

exposure. -2 Corinthians 11:24-27 ESV  

When we arrived in Macedonia, there was no rest for us. We faced conflict from every direction, with 

battles on the outside and fear on the inside. -2 Corinthians 7:5 NLT  

It is important to note that in the same letter in which Paul writes, "Being courageous,,,, always," he also 

says of a recent experience that he faced "fears on the inside."  

This provides a great opportunity to clarify an important point with regard to courage: 

Courage is not being without fear; it is a willingness to do what needs to be done in the face of it. 



Consider these quotes from two historic figures who knew something about courage: 

“Courage is not the absence of fear, but rather the assessment that something else is more important than 

fear.” -Franklin D. Roosevelt 

“Courage is doing what you’re afraid to do. There can be no courage unless you’re scared.” -Eddie 

Rickenbacker  

There is no contradiction when Paul writes in the same letter, "Being courageous, therefore, always," and "with 

battles on the outside and fear on the inside." 

One last description of an obviously recent event in Paul's life, from 2 Corinthians 1:8-9: 

For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly 

burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. 
9 

Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of 

death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. -2 Corinthians 1:8-9 ESV  

All this to say that when Paul writes, "Being courageous, therefore, always," he really does mean always. 

One last Greek word is important to consider. The word rendered therefore, oun, means consequently or 

therefore.  

But another way of translating the word is helpful is capturing the full intent of the word: "these things being so." 

Here is way of the translating this statement that captures Paul's intent: 

These things being so, we are always courageous. 

Of course, that leads to an important question: What things being so caused Paul to be courageous always?  

To answer that we must look to what comes before, specifically in 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:1: 

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 
17 

For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 

comparison, 
18 

as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things 

that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

5:1
 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house 

not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. (ESV) 

Three things stand out: 

 "an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison" 

 "the things that are unseen are eternal" 

 "a building from God... eternal in the heavens" 

Because these things are true, Paul (and we) can be courageous always. 

This same theme is also found in 1 Corinthians 15:51-58 and Philippians 1:20-21. Additional passages to consider 

include 2 Timothy 4:6-8 and 1 Peter 1:3-4. 



These things being true we are always courageous: 

 “this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison”  

 “the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal”  

 “if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens”  

As we close the sermon, consider this: 

The problem is not whether these things are true. The Scriptures bear them out over and over again.The 

problem is with our truly believing, in the depths of our hearts, that they are true. 

To the degree we believe, in our heart of hearts, that God has in store for us an eternal future more real 

than any earthly affliction or challenge or disappointment or fear, a never-ending destiny more glorious 

than mind can possibly imagine, we will be courageous, whatever may come.  

The key to growth in this area, which we will explore next week, is found in 2 Corinthians 4:18b: 

...as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. 

 

 

 

 


