


And I pray this: that your love will keep on growing 
in knowledge and every kind of discernment, 10 so 
that you may approve the things that are superior  

and may be pure and blameless in the day of Christ,  
11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God. 
Philippians 1:9-11 CSB 



The ultimate praise is a life being transformed. 



“He possessed in his person a spiritual formation into 
Christlikeness that was simply astonishing to all who 
were around him. Profound character formation had 
transpired in his body and mind and spirit until love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control were at the very center  
of the deep habit-structures of his life. He exhibited  
a substantively transformed life. Dallas was simply 

soaked in the presence of the living Christ.” 
Richard Foster, writing of Dallas Willard in Eternal Living 



…filled with 
the fruit of 

righteousness 
that comes 

through Jesus 
Christ to the 

glory and praise 
of God. 

And this I pray: 
that your 

love will keep 
on growing 

in knowledge 
and every 

kind of 
discernment… 

…so that you 
may learn to 

recognize and 
treasure what  
is excellent…, 
and that you 
may be pure 

and blameless 
until the day 

of Christ… 



…that your 
love will keep 

on growing 
in knowledge 

and every 
kind of 

discernment… 



…that your 
love will keep 

on growing 
in knowledge 

and every 
kind of 

discernment… 

As you set 
yourselves apart by 

your obedience to the 
truth so that you might 
have genuine affection 

for your fellow believers, 
love each other deeply 

and earnestly. 
1 Peter 1:22 CEB 



…that your 
love will keep 

on growing 
in knowledge 

and every 
kind of 

discernment… 

“love in the sense  
of placing high  

value on a person  
or thing, which 

expresses itself in 
actively seeking  

the benefit of the 
one so loved” 





And this I pray: that your love will 
keep on growing in knowledge  

and every kind of discernment…. 
Philippians 1:9 CSB 

May the Lord 
make your love 

for each other and 
for everyone else 

grow by leaps 
and bounds. 
1 Thess. 3:12a 



And this I pray: that your love will 
keep on growing in knowledge  

and every kind of discernment…. 
Philippians 1:9 CSB 

epignosis 
full or thorough 

knowledge 



And this I pray: that your love will 
keep on growing in knowledge 

and every kind of discernment…. 
Philippians 1:9 CSB 

the kind of full 
knowledge that 

becomes ingrained 
through personal 

experience 



Love is patient, love  
is kind. Love does not envy,  

is not boastful, is not arrogant,  
5 is not rude, is not self-seeking, 

is not irritable, and does not keep 
a record of wrongs. 6 Love finds no 
joy in unrighteousness but rejoices 

in the truth. 7 It bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things. 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 CSB 

the kind of full 
knowledge that 

becomes ingrained 
through personal 

experience 



the kind of full 
knowledge that 

becomes ingrained 
through personal 

experience 



And this I pray: that your love will 
keep on growing in knowledge  

and every kind of discernment…. 
Philippians 1:9 CSB aisthesis 

the capacity to 
perceive clearly 
the true nature  
of something 

the kind of full 
knowledge that 

becomes ingrained 
through personal 

experience 



And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran  
up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?”18 And Jesus said  

to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except 
God alone. 19 You know the commandments….” 20 And  
he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my 

youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said  
to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and 

give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened by the saying,  

he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 
Mark 10:17-22 ESV 

Agape is  
“love in the 

sense of placing 
high value on  

a person” 

It expresses 
itself by “actively 

seeking the 
benefit of the 
one so loved” 



Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide 
the inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me  
a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care, 

and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not 
consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 And he told them  
a parable, saying, ”The land of a rich man produced plentifully….”  

Luke 12:13-16 ESV 

Agape is  
“love in the 

sense of placing 
high value on  

a person” 

It expresses 
itself by “actively 

seeking the 
benefit of the 
one so loved” 



Is there anything we can do to facilitate the growth  
of love in knowledge and every kind of discernment? 

We can  
immerse ourselves 

in the gospel 
stories, inviting the 

Spirit to teach us 
how to love. 

We can 
embrace  

the NT letters  
as written to  
us about our 
relationships. 



I urge you to  
live a life worthy of  
the calling you have 

received. 2 Be completely 
humble and gentle; be 

patient, bearing with one 
another in love. 3 Make 
every effort to keep the 

unity of the Spirit through 
the bond of peace. 

Ephesians 4:1-3 

…do not use  
your freedom as an 

opportunity for the flesh, 
but through love serve one 
another. 14 For the whole  

law is fulfilled in one 
word: “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.” 
Galatians 5:13-14 



Is there anything we can do to facilitate the growth  
of love in knowledge and every kind of discernment? 

We can  
immerse ourselves 

in the gospel 
stories, inviting the 

Spirit to teach us 
how to love. 

We can 
embrace  

the NT letters  
as written to  
us about our 
relationships. 

We can “be 
doers of the  

word, and not  
hearers only,” 

however 
imperfectly. 





…filled with 
the fruit of 

righteousness 
that comes 

through Jesus 
Christ to the 

glory and praise 
of God. 

And this I pray: 
that your 

love will keep 
on growing 

in knowledge 
and every 

kind of 
discernment… 

…so that you 
may learn to 

recognize and 
treasure what  
is excellent…, 
and that you 
may be pure 

and blameless 
until the day 

of Christ… 



The ultimate praise is a life being transformed. 


