


And I pray this: that your love will keep on growing 
in knowledge and every kind of discernment, 10 so 
that you may approve the things that are superior  

and may be pure and blameless in the day of Christ,  
11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God. 
Philippians 1:9-11 CSB 



…filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God. 

Philippians 1:11 CSB 



The ultimate praise is a transformed life. 



The ultimate praise is a life being transformed. 
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…filled with 
the fruit of 

righteousness 
that comes 

through Jesus 
Christ to the 

glory and praise 
of God. 

And this I pray: 
that your 

love will keep 
on growing 

in knowledge 
and every 

kind of 
discernment… 

…so that you 
may learn to 

recognize and 
treasure what  
is excellent…, 
and that you 
may be pure 

and blameless 
until the day 

of Christ… 



…that your 
love will keep 

on growing 
in knowledge 

and every 
kind of 

discernment… 



…that your 
love will keep 

on growing 
in knowledge 

and every 
kind of 

discernment… 

agape 
“first of all points  

to the character of 
God, and to God’s 
actions toward his 
people based on 
that character” 

“love in the sense  
of placing high  

value on a person  
or thing, which 

expresses itself in 
actively seeking  

the benefit of the 
one so loved” 



“love in the sense  
of placing high  

value on a person  
or thing, which 

expresses itself in 
actively seeking  

the benefit of the 
one so loved” 

“For God so 
loved the world, 

that he gave his 
only Son, that 

whoever believes 
in him should 
not perish but 

have eternal life.” 
John 3:16 ESV 

Agape “can  
only be known 

from the actions 
it prompts.” 



“love in the sense  
of placing high  

value on a person  
or thing, which 

expresses itself in 
actively seeking  

the benefit of the 
one so loved” 

“You shall love the 
Lord your God with  

all your heart and with 
all your soul and with 
all your mind. 38 This  
is the great and first 

commandment. 39 And
 a second is like it:  
You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.” 
Matthew 22:37-38 

Agape “can  
only be known 

from the actions 
it prompts.” 



“love in the sense  
of placing high  

value on a person  
or thing, which 

expresses itself in 
actively seeking  

the benefit of the 
one so loved” 

Whoever has my 
commandments 
and keeps them,  

he it is who 
loves me.  

John 14:21a ESV 

Agape “can  
only be known 

from the actions 
it prompts.” 



“love in the sense  
of placing high  

value on a person  
or thing, which 

expresses itself in 
actively seeking  

the benefit of the 
one so loved” 

“You have heard 
that it was said,  
‘You shall love  
your neighbor  
and hate your 

enemy.’ 44 But I say 
to you, Love your 
enemies and pray 

for those who 
persecute you….” 
Matthew 5:43-44 ESV 

Agape “can  
only be known 

from the actions 
it prompts.” 



We have within us the DNA of the one who said , 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do.” As we embrace the kingdom truth of loving our 
enemies, doing what is within our power to live out 
that truth, constantly leaning into the Holy Spirit for 
grace to help, we gradually and increasingly become 
the kind of person who is able to love our enemies. 



“You have heard 
that it was said,  
‘You shall love  
your neighbor  
and hate your 

enemy.’ 44 But I say 
to you, Love your 
enemies and pray 

for those who 
persecute you….” 
Matthew 5:43-44 ESV 

But be doers  
of the word,  

and not hearers 
only, deceiving 

yourselves. 
James 1:22 



“You have heard 
that it was said,  
‘You shall love  
your neighbor  
and hate your 

enemy.’ 44 But I say 
to you, Love your 
enemies and pray 

for those who 
persecute you….” 
Matthew 5:43-44 ESV 

But the one who  
looks into the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, 
and perseveres, being 
no hearer who forgets 
but a doer who acts,  

he will be blessed  
in his doing. 

James 1:25 



“You have heard 
that it was said,  
‘You shall love  
your neighbor  
and hate your 

enemy.’ 44 But I say 
to you, Love your 
enemies and pray 

for those who 
persecute you….” 
Matthew 5:43-44 ESV 

But the one who  
looks into the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, 
and perseveres, being 
no hearer who forgets 
but a doer who acts,  

he will be blessed  
in his doing. 

James 1:25 

For the word  
of God is living and 
active, sharper than 

any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of 
soul and of spirit, of joints 

and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts 

and intentions of  
the heart. 
Hebrews 4:12 



“You have heard 
that it was said,  
‘You shall love  
your neighbor  
and hate your 

enemy.’ 44 But I say 
to you, Love your 
enemies and pray 

for those who 
persecute you….” 
Matthew 5:43-44 ESV 

But the one who  
looks into the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, 
and perseveres, being 
no hearer who forgets 
but a doer who acts,  

he will be blessed  
in his doing. 

James 1:25 

For the word  
of God is living and 
active, sharper than 

any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of 
soul and of spirit, of joints 

and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts 

and intentions of  
the heart. 
Hebrews 4:12 

So Jesus said to  
the Jews who had  

believed him, “If you  
abide in my word, you  
are truly my disciples,  

32 and you will know  
the truth, and the  

truth will set  
you free.” 

John 8:31-32 



And this I pray: that your love will 
keep on growing in knowledge  

and every kind of discernment…. 
Philippians 1:9 CSB 



The ultimate praise is a life being transformed. 


