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In Exodus 34:6, the Lord describes his goodness. The following paraphrase captures the essence of this 

description: 

The Lord—the Lord is a compassionate and gracious God, incredibly longsuffering, abounding in strong, 

steadfast love and unwavering truth. 

Having an understanding of God's goodness is important, but we are meant to more than just understand: 

Psalm 34:8a ESV  

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! 

Every believer has tasted God's goodness to some degree, but we can also taste his goodness every time 

we read the stories of Jesus interacting with people in the gospels. The goodness of God is revealed in: 

 the compassion Jesus felt 

 the actions he took 

 the truth he spoke 

The goodness of God is revealed in the compassion Jesus felt: 

Matthew 9:36 ESV 

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 

sheep without a shepherd. 

Mark 1:40-41 CSB  

Then a man with leprosy came to him and, on his knees, begged him: “If you are willing, you can make me 

clean.” 
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Moved with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched him. “I am willing,” he told him. 

“Be made clean.”  

The goodness of God is revealed in the actions Jesus took: 

Acts 10:38 ESV  

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 

A specific action that Jesus took that we may not necessarily think of when we read Acts 10:38 is his calling people 

to repentance. But to a degree, this was his most important activity. 

Luke 5:32 CSB 

"I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

Matthew 4:17 CSB 

From then on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, because the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 



Jesus revealed God's goodness in the truth of his call to repentance, and he also revealed God's goodness 

in his unwavering commitment to truth: 

John 8:31-32 CSB  

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed on him, “If you continue in my word, you really are my 

disciples. 
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You will know the truth,
 
and the truth will set you free.” 

His unwavering commitment to truth was the key to true freedom and the goodness of God would be 

incomplete without it.  

This aspect of God's goodness is under assault in our culture, and even within the church, in a number of 

specific aspects of life: 

 the pursuit of wealth 

 bitterness and unforgiveness 

 sexual immorality of every type 

 pornography and homosexuality are especially prevalent in our culture 

 abortion 

 approval of mind-altering drugs 

 believing there are many ways to relationship with God 

But we can look to the example of Jesus who never yielded on his commitment to truth because he knew it was the 

only path to true freedom. In story after story, we see people set gloriously free because of Jesus unwavering 

commitment to truth. 

Take a few minutes and read the story of the sinful woman who found forgiveness and freedom in Luke 

7:36-50.  

She had obviously experienced forgiveness in an encounter with Jesus prior to this story. If he had not been truly 

good in terms of his commitment to truth, she would not have found freedom. 

She had encountered the Lord and tasted his goodness: 

The Lord—the Lord is a compassionate and gracious God, incredibly longsuffering, abounding in strong, 

steadfast love and unwavering truth. 

She, and countless others like her, could have written of her own experience the words of Paul from Titus 

3:4-5: 

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 
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he saved us, not because of 

works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy…. 

 


