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Psalm 136:1 ESV 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 

“The goodness of God is one of those things we affirm happily when things are going well, and find rather 

tricky when they aren’t.”-Andrew Wilson 

What is goodness? 

How would you describe a good cheeseburger, a good road trip, or a good parent? Most likely, your idea of what is 

good differs even from those closest to you. 

How would you describe the goodness of God? What comes to mind when you read the following verses: 

Zechariah 9:17 ESV 

For how great is his goodness, and how great his beauty! 

Psalm 135:3 ESV 

Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; sing to his name, for it is pleasant! 

Psalm 34:8 ESV 

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! 

Your idea of God's goodness may be different from how God himself views it.  

Isaiah 55:9 ESV 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than 

your thoughts. 

Because that is a very real probability, a good place to start a biblical study of God's goodness is laying our concept 

of what it looks like on the altar before him. 

Perhaps just as essential is understanding why a right understanding of God's goodness is important. 

Consider the following three reasons: 

 Our perception of God's goodness impacts our perception of how God views us – with love and acceptance 

or condemnation.  

 Our perception of God's goodness impacts our faith regarding God’s willingness to really be with us in 

times of trouble… and answer our prayers.  

 Our perception of God's goodness impacts how we will represent him to others, consciously or 

unconsciously.  

The psalmists tie the following attributes or actions to God's goodness: 

 merciful to forgive 

 abounding in steadfast love 



 compassionate 

 faithful to all generations 

 a refuge in times of trouble 

 instructing sinners in the right way 

 providing for the needy 

 doing good 

In Exodus, we find many of these same attributes in God's own description of his goodness. Moses asks God, "Please 

show me your glory." And God replies: 

“I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The Lord.’” (Exodus 

33:18-19a) 

Then in Exodus 34 5-7 God's promise is fulfilled... and we find God's own description of his goodness: 

The Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. 
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The 

Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 
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keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity 

and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on 

the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation.” 

 Notice that God's description of his goodness includes not only things that we would consider good, but 

also a statement that likely challenges our concept of what God's goodness looks like: 

"...but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the 

children's children, to the third and the fourth generation.” 

Perhaps, like me, you can relate to this quote from Bill Johnson (from Face To Face With God): 

“When we turn to the Scriptures we encounter… apparent contradictions between the statement that God 

is always good and actual events in which he does not seem to be expressing goodness.” 

For many believers, "the ongoing judgments, diseases, curses, and the like that all seem to have God's blessing" 

present a great challenge to seeing God as truly good. 

Andrew Wommack addresses this in his book, The True Nature of God. Consider the following quote: 

“When people don’t look at the whole Word of God, examining the Old Testament in light of the New 

Testament, they generally get an Old Testament picture of God as a God of wrath, judgment, and 

punishment. That is a truth about God, and those who don’t accept the love and forgiveness of the Lord 

Jesus Christ will one day experience a terrible day of God’s judgment. But wrath and judgment are not the 

essential nature of God.” 

Wommack makes three important observations: 

 If we don't read the Old Testament in light of the New, our view of God will be distorted. 

 Just as we find wrath, judgment and punishment in God's interactions with people in the Old Testament, a 

day is coming when those who don't accept Jesus as Savior will face "a terrible day of God's judgment." 



 Most importantly, in terms of our quest to understand the goodness of God, "wrath and judgment are not 

the essential nature of God." 

"God's nature is not judgment." 

In May of 2018, Mark Dallas was serving as a high school resource officer in Dixon, Illinois. When young man armed 

with 9 mm semi-automatic rifle entered the school and started shooting, Dallas pursued the shooter. After being 

fired upon, Dallas returned fire, hitting the shooter in the shoulder. The young man surrendered. Mark Dallas' son, 

who was a student in the school that day, later said, "I wasn't scared for my life because I knew he would protect us 

all." 

I would make the following observation: Shooting young men is not Mark Dallas' nature. But protecting others is. 

Every emotionally healthy parent who has ever disciplined their child for the child's own good understands what I 

am trying to communicate. Though it is not our nature to punish our children, sometimes being a good parent 

requires it. Punishment is not our nature. Wanting the ultimate best for our children is. 

 In the same way, "God's nature is not judgment." But goodness is. 

So how can we discover God's nature? How can we understand his goodness? There's one essential starting 

place - Jesus. 

Jesus provides the only reliable filter for safely developing our understanding of God's nature. To see him is to see 

God's goodness. Consider his prayer to the Father in John 17:6: 

“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world.”  

The Amplified Bible renders it, "I have revealed Your very Self, Your real Self...." 

This is, of course, consistent with Jesus statement to Philip a few chapters earlier: 

"Whoever has seen me has seen the Father." (John 14:9b) 

Our journey to understand the goodness of God must begin with Jesus. 

 

 


