
Prayer That Refines 

Steve Watson; January 27, 2019 

(The prayer which was part of the opening of this sermon is available as a separate PDF download. To read Lana 

Vawser's prophetic word, Fire Is About To Fall On Your Prayer Life, click here.) 

Quotes not otherwise designated are from Draw the Circle, the book that we are currently going through together as a 

congregation.  

1) “Drawing circles is a metaphor that simply means ‘praying until God answers.’ It's a determination to 

pray as long as it takes, even if it takes longer than you ever imagined.”  

This principle can be seen in two well-known Old Testament passages: 

Genesis 32:24-26 ESV 

And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 
25 

When the man saw 

that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he 

wrestled with him.
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Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go 

unless you bless me.” 

Exodus 17:11-13 ESV 

Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed, and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek 

prevailed. 
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But Moses' hands grew weary, so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it, 

while Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side. So his hands were 

steady until the going down of the sun. 
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And Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the sword. 

Jesus provides a theological foundation for 'praying until' in Matthew 7:7-8: 

“Be asking, and it will be given to you; be seeking, and you will find; be knocking, and it will be 

opened to you. 
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For everyone asking receives; and the one seeking finds; and to the one knocking, it will be 

opened."  

 The DLNT translation (be asking, be seeking and be knocking) captures the intent of the original Greek well. 

 In the original manuscripts, the three imperatives are in the present imperative active tense, which 

indicates "a command to do something in the future which involves continuous or repeated action." 

(Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study New Testament) 

 Matthew 7:7-8 could also be translated: 

“Ask and keep on asking, and it will be given to you; seek and keep on seeking, and you will find; knock and keep 

on knocking, and it will be opened to you. 
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For everyone asks and keeps on asking receives; and the one who 

seeks and keeps on seeking finds; and to the one knocks and keeps on knocking, it will be opened." 

Martyn Lloyd-Jones powerfully portrays the kind of asking Jesus has in mind in his book, Joy Unspeakable. (While 

Lloyd-Jones is referring to Luke 11: 9-10, the original Greek is the same as Matthew 7:7-8.)   

“Asking does not mean a casual request. You suddenly feel like it and you make your request, then you 

forget all about it by the next morning.  That is neither true asking, nor true seeking. In true asking there is 

a kind of urgency, there is a refusal to be content with anything less than the answer.” 

https://lanavawser.com/2018/12/07/fire-is-about-to-fall-on-your-prayer-life/


In addition to Matthew 7:7-8 and Luke 11:9-10, Jesus left us two parables that communicate the same sense of 

urgency and "a refusal to be content with anything less than the answer." See Luke 11:5-10; Luke 18:1-8. 

With regard to God's purpose in requiring asking of this intensity and duration, consider the following statement: 

This asking doesn't wear God down. And it doesn't change God's mind. It changes me! It separates the 

wheat from the chaff in my praying, because I will only continue to press in for what really matters (to me). 

And like a refiner's fire, it burns away the impurities until my heart and mind are taken captive by the 

perfect will of God. 

2) “Drawing circles starts with discerning what God wants, what God wills. And until His sovereign will 

becomes your sanctified wish, your prayer life will be unplugged from its power supply. And getting what 

you want isn't the goal; the goal is glorifying God by drawing circles around the promises, miracles, and 

dreams He wants for you.” 

Romans 12:1-2 provides a wonderful foundation for our prayer lives. If we sincerely begin and continue our asking, 

seeking and knocking with the attitude of offering ourselves completely to the Lord, with a sincere desire to find his 

good, pleasing and perfect will, we will, in time, find it. 

Romans 12:1-2 CSB 

I urge you
 
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your true 

worship. 
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Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you 

may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God. 

 

 


