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For he has said. "I will never leave you nor forsake you." 

Betsie ten Boom (click here for more information), sister of the more famous Corrie ten Boom, died in the 

Ravensbruck Concentration Camp, in December of 1944. Perhaps her greatest contribution to the cause 

of the kingdom of heaven was her strong faith in the reality of God's presence no matter how 

unimaginable the circumstance she found herself in. That faith is captured in a statement Betsie made to 

Corrie the day before her death:  

“There is no pit so deep that He is not deeper still.” 

To Betsie ten Boom, Hebrews 13:5b-6 was a living promise: 

…for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we can confidently say, 

“The Lord is my helper; 

I will not fear; 

what can man do to me?” (ESV) 

While the context of the promise in Hebrews is the first part of verse five, "Keep your life free from love 

of money, and be content with what you have," it applies, without question, to every season and 

circumstance of life. 

Breaking the passage down, piece by piece 

The importance of this promise to the Christian life is so great that we need to penetrate it in 

study to understand it as it would have been understood by its first century readers, and we need 

its truth to penetrate into the very core of our beings by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

So we can confidently say 

 Darby renders this, So that, taking courage, we may say.... 

 The World English Bible translates it, So that with good courage we say.... 

The Greek word rendered confidently in the ESV, taking courage in Darby, and with good courage by the 

WEB, is tharrheo, which literally means 'being courageous' (Vine's). 

The Louw and Nida Greek-English Lexicon defines it: 

“to have confidence and firmness of purpose in the face of danger or testing – to be courageous, 

to have courage, to be bold” 

Hebrews 13:5b might best be rendered So we can, being courageous, say.... 
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The bottom line is this: God's solemn promise, "I will never leave you nor forsake you," is meant to 

produce courage in the hearts of his people... a courage that proclaims, "The Lord is my helper; I will not 

fear...."  

I will never leave you nor forsake you 

The Greek word rendered never is actually two small words in one, ou-me, which Strong's describes as "a 

double negative strengthening the denial." 

Though it doesn't necessarily make for good English, it might best be translated never, no never. 

Although it isn't repeated in the ESV, ou-me is repeated in the original Greek, so that the statement is 

more literally read I will never, no never, leave you nor never, no never, forsake you. 

Leave you 

The word translated leave is aniemi, which means, literally, to let go of. 

It is also found in Acts 16:26: 

...and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. 

And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened. 

The Disciples Literal New Testament renders this part of Hebrews 13:5, "let you go." 

So the first part of God's promise can, perhaps more true to the writer's intent, be read, "I will never, no 

never, let you go." 

Forsake you 

The word translated forsake is egkataleipo, which literally means to leave behind in. 

This word is actually a compound of two words: kataleipo, to leave behind, and eg, in.  

The promise is not simply that God will not leave us behind, it is that God will not leave us behind in 

whatever situation, circumstance, challenge, heartbreak, etc., we might be facing.  

Here's the promise: "I will never, no never, let you go nor never, no never, leave you behind in _______." 

A promise found throughout the Scriptures 

Interestingly, the uses the same two Greek words in Deuteronomy 31:6 and 8. 

No wonder the psalmist could confidently write: 

God is our refuge and strength, a helper who is always found in times of trouble. -Psalm 46:1 CSB 

Throughout the Old Testament the promise is found in many forms. One of the most powerful is the 

Lord's declaration through Isaiah, in Isaiah 43:1-2: 



 But now thus says the Lord, 

he who created you, O Jacob, 

he who formed you, O Israel: 

Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, 

I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they shall 

not overwhelm you; when you walk 

through fire you shall not be burned, 

and the flame shall not consume you.  

But the promise of God's never failing presence is also emphasized by Jesus: 

"And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” -Matthew 28:20b CSB  

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever…. You know 

him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.” -John 14:17b ESV 

Bringing it all together, we can translate Hebrews 13:5b-6 this way: 

…for he has said, “I will never, no never, let you go nor never, no never, leave you behind in 

_________.” 6 So we can, being courageous, say, 

“The Lord is my helper; 

I will not fear; 

what can man do to me?” 

Or perhaps we could render it... 

…for he has said, “I will never, no never, let you go nor never, no never, leave you behind in 

_________.” 6 So we can, being filled with courage, say, 

“The Lord is my helper; 

I will not fear; 

what can man do to me?” 

Whether we feel it or not 

Graham Cooke, in his book, Hiddenness & Manifestation, observes: 

“At certain times in life we feel the presence of God very tangibly. Our whole being seems 

touched by His presence and we enjoy being with Him. At other times, God seems to be distant 

or even absent. We don’t feel His presence in the same way as we did – maybe not at all." 

This is an important insight. At times we feel God's presence and at other times we don't feel his 

presence... at least not to the same degree. This is true for every believer. In next week's sermon we will 



explore what is going on during these times, but today we must finish with this firmly established and 

irrevocable truth: 

No matter what I feel, he has said, "I will never, no never, let you go nor never, no never, leave 

you behind in _________.” 6 So I can, being filled with courage, say, 

“The Lord is my helper; 

I will not fear; 

what can man do to me?” 

 


