




And we know that for those who love God 

all things work together for good, 
for those who are called according to his purpose. 

29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined 
to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 

that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
Romans 8:28-29 ESV 



But, as it is written, 
“What no eye has seen, 

nor ear heard, 
nor the heart of man imagined, 

what God has prepared for 

those who love him.” 
1 Corinthians 2:9 ESV 

Blessed is the man 
who remains steadfast 

under trial, for when he 
has stood the test he will 
receive the crown of life,  

which God has promised  
to those who love him. 

James 1:12 ESV 



“’Loving God’ 
sums up the basic 

inner direction of all 
Christians – but only 

of Christians.” 

“’Those who love 
God’ is widely used 

in the OT and Jewish 
literature to describe 

God’s people.” 

Douglas J. Moo 



Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, 
he will keep my word, and my Father 

will love him, and we will come to him 
and make our home with him.24 Whoever 

does not love me does not keep my words. 
And the word that you hear is not mine 

but the Father's who sent me.” 
John 14:23-24 ESV 
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One who heard us 
was a woman named 
Lydia, from the city of 

Thyatira, a seller of purple 
goods, who was a worshiper 

of God. The Lord opened 
her heart to pay attention 
to what was said by Paul. 

Acts 16:14 ESV 
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My brothers, 
let every one of us 

continue to live his life 
with God in the state 
in which he was when 

he was called. 
1 Corinthians 7:24 
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purpose 
“the reason 

for which 
something  

is done” 
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Calvinists 
say that God 

chooses those he 
wants to choose, 

therefore  he 
foreknows who 

they will be. 

Arminians 
say that God 

foresees those 
who will respond 
in faith to his call 

in their heart. 

Some 
modern day 

theologians say Paul 
is speaking in general 

of the church, that 
God foresaw the 

church. 



For he knew all about us before we were born 
and he destined us from the beginning 

to share the likeness of his Son.  
Romans 8:29a TPT 



All things work together for good 
for those who are called according to his purpose, 

which is conforming us to the likeness of his Son. 

And we all, 
who with unveiled 

faces contemplate the 
Lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into his 

image with ever-
increasing glory….  

2 Corinthians 3:18a 
NIV 

Put on your 
new nature, and 

be renewed as you 
learn to know your 

Creator and become  

like him.  
Colossians 3:10 

NLT 



“The most important 

thing in your life is 

not what you do; 
it's who you become. 
That's what you will 
take into eternity.” 

Dallas Willard 

All things work together for good 
for those who are called according to his purpose, 

which is conforming us to the likeness of his Son. 



…godliness is beneficial in every way, 
since it holds promise for the present life 

and also for the life to come. 
1 Timothy 4:8b CSB 



“If a person’s character makeup determines his 
future, then childrearing is primarily about helping 
children to develop character that will take them 

through life safely, securely, productively, and joyfully. 
A major goal  of raising children is to help them develop 

the character that will make their future go well.” 
from Boundaries With Kids,  

by Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John Townsend 



A good parent does their best 
to make all things work together 

for the ultimate good 
of their child’s character and future. 



How much more will God, who is a 
perfectly good and wise heavenly Father,  

do everything possible  
to work for the good of his children.  



We know that 
in everything God 
works for good…. 

RSV 

And we know 
that God causes 

all things to work 
together for good…. 

NASB 

We know that 
God works all 

things together 
for good…. 

CEB 

And we know that for those who love God 

all things work together for good, 
for those who are called according to his purpose. 

Romans 8:28 ESV 



“Ultimately of course the 
variation in translation 
makes not the slightest 
difference, because we 
know that it is God who 

works all things. ‘All 
things’ do not ‘work’ in 

and of themselves; there 
is no impersonal principle 

in working…. It is God 
who acts everywhere.”  Martyn Lloyd-Jones 



“When the Apostle says  
‘all things’ I believe he 

means all things literally.  
He means good things, 
favorable things; but he 
also means things that 
seem to be against us, 
things that seem to be 

bad for us, things that are 
discouraging, disheartening, 
dispiriting. He includes all.”  Martyn Lloyd-Jones 



We know that 
God works all things together 

for good for the ones who love God, 
for those who are called 
according to his purpose.  
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God is masterfully and faithfully working in 

every circumstance, every situation, 
every experience – good and bad – 
that we might be continually transformed 

to become more and more like Christ, 
which is for our best and ultimate good, 

both in this life and the one to come. 


