House of Prayer: 25 Lights

September 29, 2010

(slide 1) The is the last of three Sundays which were set apart to communicate the launch of New Life as
a House of Prayer.

— On September 15, | communicated:
o New Life’s primary focus will be establishing ourselves as a House of Prayer.
o The centerpiece for our corporate prayer life will be a Wednesday night prayer meeting we are
calling the House of Prayer.
o This House of Prayer meeting will be launched on September 1 at 6:30 p.m.

— Last Sunday, we viewed a powerful sermon by Jim Cymbala called, My House Shall Be Called a House of
Prayer, which | believe the Lord used to stir many of our hearts to join in building a House of Prayer.

(slide 2) On September 15, | also shared the 25 Lights Prophecy, which the leadership of this church
believes the Lord has given to provide a foundation for establishing New Life as a House of Prayer.

— The banners you see throughout the sanctuary represent the words that were recorded on the concrete
floor during the 10-day prayer initiative during May 2004.
— Today | want to share the biblical basis for my confidence that this is from the Lord.

(slide 3) Are we people of the Word? We should not find it strange that God would direct his people
through prophecy. In fact, we should consider it the norm.

Amos 3:7, NIV
Surely the Sovereign LorD does nothing without revealing his plan to his servants the prophets.

John 16:13, ESV

“When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his
own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that
are to come.”

(slide 4) We have done our best to carefully follow the biblical mandate with regard to the proper
handling of prophecy.

1 Thess 5:19-21, HCSB
Don't stifle the Spirit. 2° Don't despise prophecies,? but test all things. Hold on to what is good.

— I shared most of this process on September 15 and highlights are recorded in the House of Prayer booklet.

(slide 5) We have ample evidence that this prophecy, along with others the Lord has given in
confirmation, has produced the intended outcome of prophecy as clearly defined in Scripture.
1 Cor 14:3, NIV

But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and
comfort.

1 Cor 14:4b, HCSB
...he who prophesies builds up the church.

(slide 6) The use of lights to symbolically communicate his desire to reveal himself to us in very specific
ways should not surprise us.

— He used a linen sash to communicate to Jeremiah his intention to ruin the pride of Judah—Jer. 13:1-11
— He later sent Jeremiah to observe a potter to communicate his sovereignty over Israel—Jer. 18:1-6



— He used a belt to communicate to the apostle Paul what he would face in Jerusalem—Acts 20:10-11

(slide 7) Why would he not use lights to communicate his intention to release deeper revelation of who
he wants to be within us, since light is a primary symbol he uses of himself in Scripture?

Ps 27:1a, NIV
The Lorp is my light and my salvation — whom shall | fear?

2 Sam 22:29, ESV
For you are my lamp, O Lorp, and my God lightens my darkness.

James 1:17, ESV
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with

whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.

— Read John 1:1-14
— Read Col. 1:9-12

(slide 8) And why would God not carefully choose the number 25, the number of multiplied grace, to
communicate that what he intends to do will be a work of his inexpressible grace, and no man will glory.

— And how are we told to access this grace? Through prayer!

Heb 4:16, HCSB
Therefore let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us at the proper time.

(slide 9) So today each of stands, | believe, before an open door. God has issued an invitation to co-
labor with him in prayer.

— The leadership of this church body has said yes. That is settled.
— Beginning this Wednesday at 6:30, the doors will be open and the banners representing the 25 attributes
God that intends to bring to maturity in the lives of his people will be in place.
— We have prepared a booklet to communicate:
o What led to the House of Prayer?
o The 25 Lights Prophecy
o Akey Scripture reference for each of the 25 attributes
o What does participation in the House of Prayer look like?

— | would like to close by reading the first portion of this section of the booklet:

We have set aside Wednesday evenings, beginning at 6:30, as New Life’s primary prayer gathering.
This meeting is the centerpiece of our corporate prayer life. It is our intention to come together in
unity of purpose to discern God’s heart and pray for his kingdom to come and his will to be done in
our families, church, community, region and nation. The sanctuary has been set apart as a “holy
place.” Please enter with reverence and a desire to worship and come into God’s holy presence.

Twenty-five banners representing some of the many character qualities of God have been placed
throughout the sanctuary. We believe he has shown us that these are character qualities that he
wants to establish in his people. It is this foundation that will undergird New Life. The center of the
foundation is love—and all of the other attributes that surround it are intended to be grown and
built in God’s people at New Life, forming a living foundation for ministry and relationships.

We believe the Lord has instructed us very specifically to pray for these qualities to be released within
the people of New Life, rather than poured out upon us. He has reminded us of Jesus’ statement that
“the kingdom of God is within you.” His ultimate desire is to release his kingdom through his people
as they interact with the world around them.



