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Dallas Willard suggests four ways we experience the presence of God: 

 We sincerely believe but don’t have a sense of awareness that he is present. 

  We sense his presence (even very powerfully) but in a vague kind of way. 

 We see him act in ways that are so obviously extraordinary that we know he is present. 

 We experience “a direct, fully self-conscious, personal relationship.” 

The fourth way we experience the presence of God, "a direct, fully self-conscious, personal relationship," is another way 

of describing one of the three primary characteristics from the life of Jesus that we have identified as a key objective of 

discipleship. 

 “a God-soaked, minute-by-minute awareness that God is with me, ready to speak and direct my steps” 

The remaining two characteristics are: 

 a heart that is “God-connected, self-denying, joyful, easily obedient” and full of faith 

 a passionate focus on, and active participation in, the Father’s work in the earth 

These three characteristics from the life of Jesus provide a clear vision that must be followed by a 'yes' that 

is firm and resolute, even in the face of the unknown. This 'yes' is what Jesus was referring to in Luke 14:25-

28: 

Now great crowds were traveling with him. So he turned and said to them: 
26 

“If anyone comes to me and 

does not hate his own father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, and even his own 

life—he cannot be my disciple. 
27 

Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my 

disciple. 

28 
“For which of you, wanting to build a tower, doesn’t first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has 

enough to complete it?” 

The gift of clear vision (what discipleship to Jesus looks like) and a 'yes' that is firm and resolute, are both, in 

some measure, the result of the divine activity referred to in Philippians 2:13: 

…it is God who is working in you, enabling you both to desire and to work out His good purpose.  

However, verse 13 must always be read in the context of verse 12: 

…work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
13 

For it is God who is working in you, enabling you 

both to desire and to work out His good purpose.  

 The Greek word rendered 'work out' is katergazomai, which means to do work fully; to carry 

out a task until it is finished 

 The same word is rendered 'having done' in Ephesians 6:13 

 The point is that we are expected to do the working out. We could say that we are expected 

to take actions that are within our power and will help our advance. 



Even in this - taking actions that are within our power - we must recognize that "it is God who is working in you, 

enabling you both to desire and to work out His good purpose." Yet the primary responsibility for initiating action is 

ours. 

 Responsibility- the ability to act correctly and make decisions on your own 

This responsibility falls into two primary categories: 

 We are responsible to choose to endure the challenges of everyday life as God’s discipline. 

 We are responsible to arrange our life for spiritual transformation. 

To recap, discipleship could be viewed this way: 

 

a vision that has, at least 
to some degree, captured 

the heart 

a 'yes' that is firm and 
resolute, even in the face 

of the unknown 

actions that are within our 
power and will help our 

advance  


