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 Taking Courage Can Start with a Snake and a Stick
Courageous People in the Bible

Noah; Abraham; Joseph; Gideon; Deborah; Samuel; David; Elijah; Mary; Stephen; 
Paul
Folks who acted fearfully in the Bible 
The Ten Hebrew Scouts

King Saul 
Jonah and Peter (initially)
Rev. 21:8
But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers…shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
The heroes in the Bible were courageous because they learned to take courage (from the Lord).
Isaiah 41:10

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

II Tim 1:7

For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control
Even Moses and Elijah (two of the “Big Three” in the Bible) were not “born” fearless

They were often afraid like the rest of us


But they learned to take courage from God
I Kings 19: 2-4

So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “May the gods deal with me, and ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your life like the lives of those you killed!” And Elijah was afraid and ran for his life…He sat down under a broom tree and prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life, for I am no better than my fathers.”

Moses: 
Raised by Pharaoh


Raised in privilege

Kills an Egyptian then goes to the Arabian Wilderness


For forty years tends his father-in-law Jethro’s sheep


The Lord appears to him in the form of a burning bush


The Lord tells him to return to Egypt to set the Hebrew nation free from Egyptians 
Moses definitely had fear issues

Fled Egypt


Fled the snake


Feared going back to Egypt and leading Israel


Feared public speaking


Feared the Lord on Mt. Sinai
Heb. 12:18-21

For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom, and storm…(the) sight was so terrifying that even Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.”
Moses learned to take courage from the Lord

Lead the difficult Hebrews


Confronted Pharaoh: the plagues; the parting of the Red Sea

Confronted Aaron


Confronted God

Moses did not have courage. He was offered courage by God and he took courage.
Ex 4:1-3
Then Moses said, "What if they will not believe me or listen to what I say? For they may say, "The LORD has not appeared to you.'" The LORD said to him, "What is that in your hand?" And (Moses) said, "A staff." 

Then (the Lord) said, "Throw it on the ground." So, he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. 

Moses was afraid, but trusted God to help him in his fear
Moses’ “recovery” from fearfulness all started with a snake and a stick.
Exo. 4:4-5

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand and grab (the snake) by the tail,” the LORD said to Moses. So, he reached out his hand and caught the snake, and it turned back into a staff in his hand.
Grabbing a snake by the tail: either very trusting, or very stupid 
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After the snake incident, his staff had new value in Moses’ eyes
The staff


A wooden stick


Of little worth apart from the skill of the shepherd

Scorned by Egyptians, cattlemen, and non-shepherds

But in the magical arts, the staff is a often a source and symbol of occult power

The staff—which represents the only resource that Moses had--changes from being 

mundane, ordinary, despised in his hand
To becoming dangerous and powerful when used in response to a command from God 

Moses had an inferiority complex

Ex 4:10

Then Moses said to the LORD, "Please, Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither recently nor in time past, nor since Thou hast spoken to Thy servant; for I am slow of speech and slow of tongue."

Num 12:3

Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.

Hebrew: anah: How the adjective is rendered in the OT: afflicted (9), humble (10), poor (1).
But God had plans for meek, afflicted, Moses

Ex 7:1

Then the LORD said to Moses, "See, I make you as God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your prophet.”

Moses learns that his courage depends on the Lord 

In the Wilderness, after the golden calf incident, Moses insisted on God’s presence
Exo. 33:13-15

“Now if indeed I have found favor in Your sight, please let me know Your ways, that I may know You and find favor in Your sight. Remember that this nation is Your people.” And the LORD answered, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” “If Your presence does not go with us,” Moses replied, “do not lead us up from here.” 
Moses came to understand the “secret” to bravery and courage: the Lord’s presence with him
“What is that in your hand?”


We have responsibilities and destinies


We have respond-ability: resources from God: talents, gifts, friends

What are the reasons for our fear

Fear of consequences; fear of the future (not so much fear for the “present”)

Fear for Self



Fear for Others

Fear for Self; fear of others
Fear of what others think
Fear of disappointment

Fear of rejection
Jessie Penn-Lewis: “It may be easy to become a martyr in China, but God has martyrs in Wales who are being stoned in the civilized fashion of today.”

When we fear others, we judge, become critical, anxious, and angry
When we love others, we bless them and we experience personal peace

I John 4:18
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.
II Tim 1:7

For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.
So, we may have “Fear of others”

We also have “Fear for others.”

That our decisions, leadership, will fail to help, or harm others


That others have a “right” to their incorrect thinking delusions, opinions



And that we do not have the right to help correct them



That “correction” of family members, friends, acquaintances is intolerance
We have the answers


All philosophical, all religious notions outside of faith in Jehovah God through 
Christ are deceived and delusional


Our culture’s admiration of its celebrities, musicians, sports stars, public leaders is 
pagan idol worship


The accepted view of sexuality outside a committed, heterosexual, married 
relationship is harmful for the participants: in this life and the next

We have the Word, the answers, the “staff”

“Moses… what is that in your hand?” 

We are to use our “staff:” our knowledge, our gifts, our talents
In addition to having been given a sound mind, we have been given gifts, talents, and the Holy Spirit Himself

We can get into the “habit” of taking courage and being fearless

Eugene Petersen’s Book: “A Long Obedience in the Same Direction.”

If we are unwilling to speak to our families, friends, and culture, and to actively create Kingdom culture

It may be for fear of rejection; or 

It may be for fear of temporarily hurting others

A fear of abuse of power and privilege 

With our relationship to God and the church we have privilege and power
Privilege defined: 
Privilege comes from Latin privilegium; meaning a law for just one person; meaning a benefit enjoyed by an individual or group beyond what's available to others.

Privilege always exists because someone else has established it for us:

Our parents / our leaders

So, we start ahead of those who must get everything their self: (e.g. Me)
There are degrees of privilege in the congregation (but, compared to the 
world where 2 billion people live on less than $3 per day)
Moses was raised in privilege and power in the Egyptian court


He chose to reject it and flee from it


Yet he was re-established into power (and privilege) by God over Israel at age 80
“The rich are not like us:” The mindset of aristocrats.
Privilege is wrong if used for self, for personal ambition, or for our “in-group” only 
But privilege can be used wisely to help others


As wise steward of God’s provisions  

To spend our power and privilege on others


To establish opportunities (jobs, housing, food) for others


To establish justice for those who have no voice

With privilege comes power

We are to be more that a “voice speaking to power.” 

We are to be in power ourselves, appropriately

Not in domination (as bullies); but in dominion (as God’s stewards) 
We are to not change family, friends, culture by criticizing or destroying them, resulting in less. 

We are to change family, friends, culture create more culture--the culture of God, the culture of the Kingdom (love, joy, thankfulness, peace, giving)

In order to overcome and surpass the influence of secular and demonic culture

Christian privilege and power create opportunity, to bless and redeem people and circumstances, to add value, to fix, to heal; to fill the earth with the Spirit
To not use our gifts, influence, power, talent, and knowledge is to be like the unjust steward with one talent in Jesus’ parable that buried his gift, and receive a rebuke from the Lord 
Matt 25 24-28

Finally, the servant who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Master, I knew that you are a hard man….so in my fear, I went and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what belongs to you.’

‘You wicked, lazy servant!’ replied his master…you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on my return, I would have received it back with interest.

Therefore, take the talent from him and give it to the one who has ten talents.

Many of us were not first-time-born into privilege (by U.S. standards)


But all who are “saved” are all born-again into great privilege

Children of the King. Princes and princesses.

We have all the resources, rank, and power of God


How do we get this privilege? 
The access to these resources was purchased by Christ at Calvary
We, like Moses need to take courage from God and use it
As children of God, we are born into privilege and have the responsibility to:

Take courage


En-courage others

To lead and not fear consequences or rejection


To bring the Lord into our families, friendships, workplaces


To witness, become peacemakers, comforters, defenders of the oppressed
We must avoid using our power and influence inappropriately on the people around us

Berating, shaming, crushing those who look to us for support and affirmation

Misleading and exploiting others

Expressing anger and sometimes, inconceivably, intent and malice

Most believers are not bad people

But many of us think that we have little to offer
We belittle our gifts and talents 
And like young Moses, we have a Christian inferiority complex
But we all have something in our hand – something to contribute to the needs of 

other and to the kingdom of God 

An ability, a talent, a gift, a personality that can be helpful to those around us

Backed by the power of God that can be very powerful and very useful 


We must develop the confidence that, in Christ, what we have been given



is of great value


We must develop the confidence that God will show up it we take one step forward


We must take our place in the Body of Christ, as the hands and feet of Jesus
Every opportunity to speak is an opportunity to change someone’s mind
Every opportunity to serve is an opportunity to change someone’s heart
In the end, it will not be what ministries, what businesses, what name we have made for 

ourselves that matters:

What will be of everlasting value will be how we responded to the moment-to-

moment opportunities to use whatever ability or resource we had to meet someone’s need


How available we were to be used by God as His hands and feet

The Lord is not asking us to be courageous from ourselves: He is asking us to take courage from Him

Eph 6:10-17

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can make your stand against the devil’s schemes…take up the full armor of God…. take up the shield of faith... and take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
When rejected, we can keep our eyes on Him, the Victor, above the fray

Rev 3:21
To the one who is victorious, I will grant the right to sit with Me on My throne, just as I overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.
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