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If you would to know more about the folks referred to in this sermon's introduction (Smith Wigglesworth, 

George Muller, and Peggy & Christine Smith) check out the following links: 

 Smith Wigglesworth: Smith Wigglesworth video discussion; Smith Wigglesworth: The Complete Collection of 

His Life Teachings 

 George Muller: George Muller website; George Muller- His Life and Ministry 

 Peggy & Christine Smith: The Intercessors of the Hebrides Revival; Revival In the Hebrides, by Duncan 

Campbell 

What is extreme prayer? 

 Extreme prayer reflects a commitment that is far beyond what is thought to be normal or ordinary. 

 Extreme prayer produces results that are undeniably supernatural and bring glory to God. 

Elijah is one of the Bible's most recognized examples of extreme prayer 

The prayer of a righteous person is very powerful in its effect. 
17 

Elijah was a human being as we are, and he 

prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the 

land. 
18 

Then he prayed again, and the sky gave rain and the land produced its fruit.  

-James 5:16b-19 CSB  

The two primary points of this passage: 

 Exceedingly forceful is the prayer of the righteous person; it is powerfully effective. (paraphrased) 

 Elijah was a man with human frailties, just like all of us. (TPT) 

In short, every believer has the potential for a prayer life that reflects a commitment that is far beyond what is thought 

to be normal or ordinary and produces results that are undeniably supernatural and bring glory to God.  

Clearly, this was, and is, the heart of Jesus. 

“Truly I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do. And he will do even greater 

works than these, because I am going to the Father. 
13 

Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it so that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son. 
14 

If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” -John 14:12-14 CSB  

“In that day you will not ask me anything. Truly I tell you, anything you ask the Father in my name, he will 

give you. 
24 

Until now you have asked for nothing in my name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy 

may be complete.” -John 16:23-24 CSB  

There are foundational aspects to extreme prayer which the believer must arrange his or her life to 

develop.  

 Extreme prayer flows from a prioritized and cultivated relationship with God. (see John 15:5b-7 TPT) 

o Cultivating and maintaining an ongoing intimate relationship with the Lord is the most 

foundational of these foundational aspects, and it simply must be given the highest priority.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2h5rELiqf04
https://www.amazon.com/Smith-Wigglesworth-Complete-Collection-Teachings/dp/160374083X
https://www.amazon.com/Smith-Wigglesworth-Complete-Collection-Teachings/dp/160374083X
https://www.georgemuller.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=opsxJlLce6U
http://www.evanwiggs.com/revival/history/hebpray.html
http://www.revival-library.org/index.php/pensketches-menu/historical-revivals/the-hebrides-revival
http://www.revival-library.org/index.php/pensketches-menu/historical-revivals/the-hebrides-revival


o John 15:5b-8 in The Passion Translation brings this home powerfully, and it would be immensely 

beneficial to meditate on the passage in this version. Click here to go to the passage at 

biblegateway.com. 

 Extreme prayer presses into the word to nurture faith and eliminate unbelief. (see Mark 4:23-25) 

 Extreme prayer is consistent with the will and character of Jesus. (see 1 John 5:14-15) 

 Extreme prayer once sure of its rightness, is relentless to the point of pushiness. (see Luke 11:5-9) 

 Extreme prayer is, when needed and appropriate, joined with fasting. (see Matthew 17:20-21 NKJV) 

 Extreme prayer often shifts from request to declaration before results are seen. (see Joshua 10:8-14; 

consider every ministry situation in Jesus' life) 

 Extreme prayer is at times, by necessity or according to God’s will, corporate. (Matthew 18:19-20; Acts 

1:14; 2:1-4: 12:5,12) 

o The Greek word rendered many in Acts 12:12 is hikanos, which means 'an ample number'; 'a 

sufficient number'; 'sufficient in ability'; 'enough'.  

o Is it possible that some situations require a certain level of agreement in corporate prayer before a 

breakthrough is possible? Probably so. 

Consider this quote from Mahatma Gandhi: 

“Every worthwhile accomplishment, big or little, has its stages of drudgery and triumph… a 

beginning, a struggle and a victory.” 

We can become the kind of people whose individual and corporate prayer lives reflects a commitment that 

is far beyond what is thought to be normal or ordinary and produces results that are undeniably 

supernatural and bring glory to God, but we need a place to start... and we need a willingness to persevere 

through times that feel like drudgery and through certain-to-come struggles.  

As a congregation, we will be using Mark Batterson's Draw the Circle: The 40 Day Prayer Challenge as a tool to provide 

a beginning point... a tool for beginning the process of arranging our lives to become the kind of people who pray 

extreme prayers. 

 The book provides 40 daily readings that are geared toward that purpose. 

 Each week, the following Sunday's sermon will be designed to reinforce the primary point(s) of the previous 

week's reading. 

 Our hope is that taken together, these two kingdom resources (daily readings and sermons) will give us a 

starting place for arranging our lives to become the kind of people, and the kind of church, God can use as 

conduits of extreme prayer. 
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