February 7, 2010

JESUS ON PRAYER, pART 2: OUR FATHER

Read Luke 11:1-4

1) A brilliantly simple device for teaching prayer.

Though beautiful and powerful in and of itself, this prayer is actually a brilliant device for teaching prayer:

» “Father” reminds me that | am coming to a Father who knows and loves me, so | can let down my
defenses and engage Him with confidence, knowing that | am accepted.

» “Hallowed be your name” orients my heart toward worship as a normal response to a fresh
experience of His love.

»  “Your kingdom come” reminds me afresh that my first and highest priority is to seek the kingdom
of heaven and allows me an opportunity to check my motivations.

» Now, confident of His love and refocused toward His will and purpose as my first priority, |
o ask for what | need,
o repent and receive forgiveness for my sins,
o amreminded afresh that | must forgive others as well,

o and petition for his protection in my battle with temptation.

Jesus’ response in Luke 11 is an abbreviated version of what He taught during His Sermon on the Mount,
which we will use for an in depth study over the next few weeks.

Read Matt. 6:5-15

2) Why “Father”?
a) Jesus could have told us to approach God...

» ..on the basis of the covenant that would be established through His blood (Matt. 26:28; Heb. 8:6;
Heb. 10:19-22).

» ..asthe Great Judge of all the earth, before whom we should present our case (Gen. 18:25; Ps. 75:7;
Isa. 33:22).

» ..as God Almighty, which is how God introduced Himself to Abram, how He was known to Jacob,
and as He is address by the four living creatures that surround His throne (Gen. 35:11; Gen. 48:3; Rev.
4:8).

> ...as Yahweh [LorD], which is how God introduced Himself to Moses (Ex. 6:2-7) and what seems to
be His preferred name in the Old Testament (used 5,321 times).
b) God as Father is an almost unknown concept in the Old Testament.

» Even David, who seems to have enjoyed the closest intimacy of all of the Old Testament
personalities, addressed God primarily as Yahweh [LORD], sometimes as God, never as Father.



o (Note:Davidr ef er s t o God as “ Fat dneécompaefGodtobh e f at her | es s,
compassionate father in Psalm 103, but never addresses God directly as Father.)

> lIsaiah alone addressed God directly as Father (Isa. 63:16; 64:8).

» But for Jesus, imparting the understanding of God as Father was a primary part of His earthly life
mission.

John 14:8-9, ESV

Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us." Jesus said to him, "Have | been with you so
long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us
the Father'?

o Inthe gospel of John, He refers to God as “Father” over 100 times.
o Inthe Sermon on the Mount, He refers to “your Father” 10 times.

3) As He teaches His disciples—including us—to pray, Jesus is communicating that we are
approaching the Creator and Sustainer and Mighty Judge of the universe as our Father who...

a) ..is full of mercy toward us

Luke 6:36, AMP
0So be merciful (sympathetic, tender, responsive, and compassionate) even as your Father is [all these] .6 (see Ps.
103:13-14)

b) ..wants to give us good things

Matt 7:11-12, HCSB
ol f you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to vy
heaven give good things to those who ask Him!é

c) ..knows what our needs are better than we do

Matt 6:32, ESV
OForhe Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenl

d) ..isintent on providing for us

Matt 6:26, NIV
0OLook at the birds of the air; they do notleavenlyWatherfeedseap or st
them. Are you not much more valuable than they?§86

e) ..takes personal responsibility for our development

John 15:1-3, HCSB
"l am the true vine, and My Father is the vineyard keeper. 2 Every branch in Me that does not produce fruit He
removes, and He prunes every branch that prodsecHes 12(6711)i t so t hat

f)  ..loves us more than we’ll ever imagine.

John 16:25-27, NIV

"Though | have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when | will no longer use this kind of language but will
tell you plainly about my Father. 28 In that day you will ask in my name. | am not saying that | will ask the Father
on your behalf. 27 No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that | came from
God. 0

4) Perhaps nothing communicates Jesus’ view of the Father’s nature and attitude toward us like
a parable He tells in Luke 15:11-32.

You are not a beggar. You are a much loved son or daughter. When you pray, you are not standing
before some impersonal deity, or going to court before an uncaring judge. You are talking with your
Father, who loves you more than you will ever comprehend.




